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Description

[0001] This invention relates to floor covering in the
nature of planks.

[0002] US patent 1,978,075 discloses a woodblock
flooring which has atongue and groove engagement sys-
tem for sacrament of similar blocks in side-by-side rela-
tionship. Since the blocks are formed of wood, they are
generally rigid and inflexible, and do not easily conform
to surface contours and surface irregularities of a floor
base. The woodblocks are also secured to a floor base
using mastic or nailing.

[0003] US patent 2,914,815 discloses an interlocked
flooring system wherein individual blocks have offset
base members formed of plywood. The plywood base
members are laminated to the blocks and permit secure-
ment of similar blocks in side-by-side arrangement. The
plywood base members are also generally rigid and in-
flexible. Thus the blocks do not easily conform to surface
contours and surface irregularities of a floor base.
[0004] US patent 3,554,850 shows parquet flooring
with projecting parts for side-by-side securement of sim-
ilar parquet sections. The parquet flooring is generally
rigid and inflexible and thus cannot easily conformto sur-
face contours and surface irregularities of a floor base.
[0005] DE-20108723U1 discloses afloortile of flexible
plastics sheet material having a first rectangular (upper)
layer with four side edges, an upper surface and a lower
surface, and a second rectangular (lower) layer with four
side edges, an upper surface and a lower surface. In one
embodiment, the first and second layers are laminated
together in offset relationship with the lower surface of
the first (upper) layer contacting the upper surface of the
second (lower) layer. This offset relationship defines a
first offset margin along one edge of the upper layer and
a corresponding offset margin along an edge of the lower
layer.

[0006] DE-1914705-A1and DE 3031036 also disclose
floor tiles with upper and lower layers which are offset
relative to one another so as to form overlapping edge
portions. Neither these nor DE- 20108723U1 concern
planks; neither do they disclose or suggest a floor cov-
ering with upper and lower plastics layers having a flex-
ibility that permits the floor covering to conform to surface
contours of the floor base upon which the floor covering
is laid.

[0007] It is an object of the invention to provide floor
coverings in the form of planks that can be installed on
a floor base without being bonded to the floor base, and
that can be securable to similar adjacent floor planks on
afloor base and be conformable to surface contours and
surface irregularities of the floor base. This object is pro-
vided according to the invention by the features defined
in claim 1.

[0008] The floor covering according to the invention
comprises

a) a first polygonal layer of flexible plastics sheet
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material having a top surface and a lower surface,
b) a second polygonal layer having an upper surface
and an undersurface, the first and second layers be-
ing laminated together in offset relationship, with the
lower surface of the first layer contacting the upper
surface of the second layer, in which the offset lam-
ination of the firstand second layers defines an offset
marginal portion of the first layer and an offset mar-
ginal portion of the second layer, the marginal portion
of the first layer extending beyond at least one of the
side edges of the second layer, and the marginal
portion of the second layer extending beyond at least
one of the side edges of the first layer.

[0009] Accordingto the invention, the floor covering is
in the form of a floor plank,

the top surface of the first layer has a design pattern
thereon constituting the top surface of the floor plank,
the first and second layers have respective predeter-
mined thicknesses to enable the laminate of the first and
second layers to have flexibility that permits the laminate
to conformto surface contours of a floor base upon which
the floor file is laid,

the second layer (16,18) comprises flexible plastics sheet
material and has a predetermined yieldability to surface
irregularities of a floor base upon which the floor tile is
laid, such that the second layer, when lying in flat contact
on the floor base can conform to surface irregularities of
the floor base, and

the marginal portions of each of the first and second lay-
ers have an exposed adhesive coating (64,66).

[0010] The floor plank preferably includes a third po-
lygonal layer, this being of flexible foam material and
bondedto the lower surface of the second layerandbeing
co-extensive with the second layer such that the second
andthird layers have a common periphery, the foam ma-
terial of the third layer having a predetermined thickness
and the abovementioned yieldability.

[0011] The floor plank according to the invention may
advantageously be packaged in an assembly together
with one continuous strip of flexible releasable material
is provided to cover the exposed adhesive coated sur-
faces of both of the offset marginal portions by contacting
afirst portion of the releasable cover material against the
adhesive coating of one offset marginal portion, a second
portion of the releasable cover material is contacted on
the adhesive coated surface of the other offset marginal
portion.

[0012] Further preferred features of the present inven-
tion are defined in the accompanying claims and de-
scribed in the following description. In particular, it is pre-
ferred that the polygonal shapes are congruent rectan-
gles.

[0013] Preferably, the marginal portion of the first layer
extends beyond two intersecting side edges of the sec-
ond layer such that the marginal portion is substantially
L-shaped.

[0014] Itis preferred that the offset marginal portion of
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the second layer extends beyond two intersecting side
edges of said first layer such that said second offset mar-
ginal portion is substantially L-shaped.

[0015] The first and second layers are preferably of
synthetic plastics material, such as a vinyl material (typ-
ically polyvinyl chloride). The adhesive coating is prefer-
ably of a styrene-isoprene- styrene elastomer.

[0016] The upper surface of the first layer preferably
has thereon a wood grain design resembling natural
wood.

[0017] Preferably, the plankincludes an underlayer of
flexible fibrous sheet material (such as fibre glass) bond-
ed between the first and second layers, said underlayer
having a polygonal shape and being coextensive with
said first layer such that said first layer and said under-
layer have a common petriphery.

[0018] Furtherpreferred embodiments of the invention
will now be described, by way of example only, with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, in which corre-
sponding reference numbers indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views of the drawings. In
the drawings:

Fig. 1is a perspective view of afloor plank according
to one embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of an assembly pattern
thereof;

Fig. 3isasectional viewtaken onthe line 3-3 of Fig. 2;
Fig.4is asectional viewtaken onthe line 4-4 of Fig. 2;
Fig. 5 is a sectional view thereof on a floor base;
Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing the flexibility
characteristics of the floor plank;

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a plank according to
another embodiment of the invention;

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of an assembly pattern
thereof;

Fig.9is asectional viewtaken onthe line 9-9 of Fig. 8;
Fig. 10 is a sectional view taken on the line 10-10 of
Fig. 8;

Fig. 11 is a sectional view thereof on a floor base;
Figs. 12 to 14 are perspective views of of the floor
plank another embodiment of the invention, before,
during and after installation of the floor plank;

Fig. 15isaplan view of the releasable cover member
packaging device; and

Fig. 16 is a perspective view of a floor plank incor-
porating a further embodiment of the invention.

[0019] Referring to the drawings, a floor plank incor-
porating a preferred embodiment of the invention is gen-
erally indicated by the reference number 10in Fig. 1. The
floor plank 10 is a laminate of a top layer 14 of flexible
plastics sheet material, a middle layer 16 of flexible plas-
tics sheet material and a bottom layer 18 of flexible foam
material. All of the layers 14, 16 and 18 are of identical
polygonal size and shape, preferably rectangular.

[0020] The top layer 14 and the middle layer 16 are
preferably formed of synthetic plastics material, prefera-
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bly a vinyl plastics material such as polyvinyl chloride
sheeting material. An upper surface 24 of the top layer
14 is provided with a design such as a synthetic wood
grain design (Fig. 6) that resembles natural wood. The
bottom layer 18 is formed of a soft flexible foam material
such as polyurethane foam.

[0021] The middle plastics layer 16 and bottom foam
layer 18 are laminated together such that they are coex-
tensive and have a common periphery. However the top
plastics layer 14 is laminated to the middle plastics layer
16 such that the top layer 14 is offset from the middle
layer 16.

[0022] Inthe offset layer arrangement, a long edge 26
(Fig. 1) of the top layer 14 extends an offset amount "a"
beyond a long edge 32 of the middle layer 16 and a short
edge 34 of the top layer 14 extends an offset amount "a"
beyond a short edge 40 of the middle layer 16 to define
an offsetL-shaped marginal section 42 ofthe top layer 14.
[0023] Also in the offset layer arrangement, a long
edge 46 (Fig. 1) of the middle layer 16 extends an offset
amount "a" beyond a long edge 48 of the top layer 14,
and a short edge 50 of the middle layer 16 extends an
offset amount "a" beyond a short edge 56 of the top layer
14 to define an offset L-shaped marginal section 58 of
the middle layer 16. The L-shaped marginal section 42
of the top layer 14 and the L-shaped marginal section 58
of the middle layer 16 are of identical size and shape.
[0024] A suitable bonding or adhesive composition for
laminating the top plastics layer 14 and middle plastics
layer 16 together has the following components, the
amounts of which are approximate:

a) 35% SIS (styrene-isoprene-styrene elastomer)
b) 54.5% petroleum resin

¢) 10% mineral oil

d) 0.05% oxidation resistant BHT (2,6-di-tert-butyl-
p-cresol)

[0025] The bonding material for the layers 14 and 16
is provided on a lower surface 64 (Fig. 3) of the top plas-
tics layer 14 and on an upper surface 66 of the middle
plastics layer 16.

[0026] The same bonding material appliedtothe lower
surface 64 and the upper surface 66 for laminating top
plastics layer 14 and the middle plastics layer 16 can also
be used for laminating the bottom foam layer 18 to the
middle plastics layer 16.

[0027] The L-shaped marginal section 42 has a down-
wardly directed adhesive surface 72 (Fig. 1) that is part
of the lower surface 64 (Fig. 3) of the top layer 14 and
the L-shaped marginal section 58 has an upwardly di-
rected adhesive surface 74 (Fig. 1) that is part of the
upper surface 66 (Fig. 3) of the middle layer 16. The
adhesive on the exposed adhesive surfaces 72 and 74
is the bonding material used for laminating the top plas-
tics layer 14 and the middle plastics layer 16 together.
[0028] Although the dimensions of the floor plank 10
are a matter of choice, a suitable size for the top layer
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14, the middle layer 16 and the bottom layer 18 can be,
for example, 6 inches (about 15 cm) by 48 inches (about
145 cm)

[0029] The thickness of the top layer 14 can be, for
example, approximately 2.0 mm and the thickness of the
middle layer 16 can be, for example, approximately 2.5
mm. The thickness of the bottom foam layer 18 can be,
for example, approximately 3 mm. The marginal offset
"a" can be, for example, approximately % of an inch
(about 1.9 cm). Larger offsets would be provided for larg-
er panels.

[0030] Thefloorplank 10is sufficiently flexible as sche-
matically indicated in Fig. 6, to conform to typical varia-
tions in surface contour of a floor base 102 (Fig. 5) upon
which the floor plank 10 is laid. In addition, the flexible
foam material of the bottom layer 18 is yieldable to small
bumps and other imperfections in the floor base 102 gen-
erally referred to as surface irregularities. The bottom
foam layer 18 thus enables the floor plank 10 to conform
to such surface irregularities and lie flat on the floor base
102.

[0031] During installation of the floor planks 10 in side-
by-side and end-to-end relationship, the downwardly di-
rected adhesive surface 72

[0032] The L-shaped marginal section 42 (Fig 1) of the
top layer 14 is positioned so as to engage the upwardly
directed adhesive surface 74 of the L-shaped marginal
section 58 of the middle layer 16, to form the assembly
80 of the floor planks 10 as shown in Fig. 2. When placing
two of the planks 10together, one plank 10 can be angled
atapproximately 45° (not shown) relative to the floorbase
102 and onto the corresponding upwardly facing adhe-
sive surface 74 (Fig. 1) of an adjacent floor plank 10.
[0033] The floor plank assembly pattern 80 (Fig. 2) is
but one example of numerous possible plank patterns
known in the art.

[0034] The floor planks 10 can be installed on the floor
base 102 (Fig. 5) without mastic or an adhesive coating
on the floor base 102, and without mastic or adhesive on
an undersurface 88 (Fig. 3) of the bottom foam layer 18.
Thus during installation, the floor planks 10 can be placed
on a dry floor base surface 102 for easy shifting to any
selected position, thereby facilitating installation of the
floor planks 10 in any desired pattern.

[0035] Preferably the installation of floor planks 10
should start in a corner of a room (not shown) and pro-
ceed outwardly therefrom. An expansion gap of % inch
orabout 0.6 cm, for example, from each wall is generally
suitable for most installations. The expansion gap is usu-
ally covered by moulding. It has also been found helpful
to provide double facedtape onthe first row of floor planks
10 to help maintain the first row in place during the posi-
tioning of adjacent floor planks 10.

[0036] The top layer 14, the middle layer 16 and the
bottom layer 18 of the floor plank 10 are provided with
an overall thickness that enables the floor plank 10 to be
easily cut with a utility knife, if trimming is needed. Ease
of trimming the floor plank 10, as well as the mastic-free
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placement of the planks 10 on a floor base, 102 make it
convenient for a doit-yourselfer to instal the floor planks
10..

[0037] Another embodiment of the floor plank is gen-
erally indicated by the reference number 100 in Fig. 7.
The floor plank 100 is a laminate of the top layer 14 and
the middle layer 16 of the floor plank 10, with the bottom
foam layer 18 being omitted. The layers 14 and 16 are
laminated together with marginal offsets "a" as previously
described with respect to the floor plank 10.

[0038] The floor plank 100 thus includes identical L-
shaped marginal sections 42 and 58 with identical offsets
"a".

[0039] In installing the floor plank 100 on a floor base
102 (Fig. 11), a lower surface 104 of the layer 16 can be
free of any mastic or adhesive covering and placed in
direct contact with the floor base 102. The floor base 102
can also remain free of any mastic or adhesive covering.
Installation of the floor planks 100 in a plank assembly
pattern 110 (Fig. 8) is accomplished in a manner similar
to that previously described for the installation of the floor
plank 10 in the plank assembly pattern 80 (Fig. 2).
[0040] The lower surface 104 (Figs. 7 and 8) of the
layer 16 which contacts the floor base 102 (Fig. 11) is
yieldable to surface irregularities of the floor base 102
and thus enables the floor plank 100 to conform to such
surface irregularities and lie flat on the floor base 102,
as shown in Fig. 11.

[0041] A packaging system for the floor plank is gen-
erally indicated by the reference number 120 in Fig. 12.
The packaging system 120 will be described in connec-
tion with the floor plank 10 but is equally applicable to
the floor plank 100.

[0042] The packaging system 120 includes a one-
piece releasable cover member 122 (Fig. 15) preferably
of generally rectangular shape and formed of a suitable
flexible release material, such as release paper or re-
leasable plastics, that is of a paper thin gauge. A suitable
release material is silicone coated paper or equivalent
release material.

[0043] The releasable cover member 122 (Fig. 15) has
a rectangular outer periphery defined by opposite long
side portions 128, 130 and opposite short side portions
136 and 138. The releasable cover member 122 also has
a rectangular inner periphery defined by opposite long
side portions 144, 146 and opposite short side portions
152 and 154. The distance between the outer peripheral
side portions 128, 130, 136 and 138 and the correspond-
ing inner peripheral side portions 144, 146, 152 and 154
is approximately equivalent to the marginal offset "a" of
the L-shaped marginal sections 42 and 58.

[0044] The length of the outer long sides 128 and 130
of the releasable cover member 122 (Fig. 15) is at least
equal to the length of any of the long edges 26, 32, 46
and 48 (Fig. 1) of the layers 14 and 16 plus the marginal
offset "a" of the L-shaped marginal sections 42 and 58.
The length of the outer short sides 136 and 138 (Fig. 15)
of the releasable cover member 122 is at least equal to
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the length of any of the short edges 34, 40, 50 and 56
(Fig. 1) of the layers 14 and 16 plus the marginal offset
"a" of the L-shaped marginal sections 42 and 58.
[0045] The length of the inner long sides 144 and 146
of the releasable cover member 122 (Fig. 15) is approx-
imately equivalent to the length of any of the long edges
26, 32, 46 and 48 (Fig. 1) of the layers 14 and 16 minus
the marginal offset"a". The length of the inner short sides
152 and 154 of the releasable cover member 122 (Fig.
15) is approximately equivalent to the length of any of
the outer short edges 34, 40, 50, and 56 (Fig. 1) of the
layers 14, 16 and 18 minus the marginal offset "a".
[0046] The following reference identifications can be
made for the plank 10 and the releasable cover member
122;

A = the length of any of the long edges 26, 32, 46
and 48 of the layers 14 and 16

B = the length of any of the short edges 34, 40, 50
and 56 of the layers 14 and 16

C =the length of any of the outer long sides 128 and
130 of the releasable cover member 122

D = the length of any of the outer short sides 136
and 138 of the releasable cover member 122

E = the length of any of the inner long sides 144 and
146 of the releasable cover member 122

F =the length of any of the inner short sides 152 and
154 of the releasable cover member 122

a=the marginal offset of the L-shaped marginal por-
tions 42 and 58

[0047] The following relationships between the plank
10 and the releasable cover member 122 can be ex-
pressed interms of the previous reference identifications
as follows,

C=A+a
D=B+a
E=A-a
F=B-a

[0048] The packaging device 122 is assembled to the
floor plank 10 in the manner shown in Figs. 12, 13 and
14. Thus two intersecting sides 160 and 162 (Figs. 12
and 15) of the releasable cover member 122 are placed
against the downwardly exposed adhesive surface 72
(Figs. 1 and 12) of the L-shaped marginal section 42 as
shownin Fig. 13, and the remainingtwo intersecting sides
168, 170 (Figs. 12 and 15) of the releasable cover mem-
ber 122 are placed againstthe upward exposed adhesive
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surface 74 (Fig. 1) of the L-shaped marginal section 58.
[0049] Underthis arrangementthe inner long side por-
tion 144 of the releasable cover member 122 is placed
against the long edge 32 of the middle layer 16 and the
inner short side portion 154 of the releasable cover mem-
ber 122 is placed against the short edge 40 of the middle
layer 16. The sides 160 and 162 of the releasable cover
member 122 can thus contact and cover the downwardly
exposed adhesive surface 72 of the L-shaped marginal
portion 42, as shown in Fig. 13.

[0050] After the sides 160 and 162 of the releasable
cover member 122 have been positioned against the
downwardly exposed adhesive surface 72 of the L-
shaped marginal section 42 the intersecting sides 168
and 170 ofthe device 122 are moved forward and against
the upwardly exposed adhesive surface 74 of the L-
shaped marginal section 58 as shown in Figs. 13 and 14.
The inner long side portion 146 of the releasable cover
member 122 (Fig. 12) is thus placed against the long
edge portion 48 of the top layer 14 and the inner short
side portion 152 of the releasable cover member 122 is
placed against the short edge portion 56 of the top layer
14.

[0051] The releasable cover member 122 can be
stretched slightly, if needed, to accomplish the position-
ingofthe sides 160 and 162 of the releasable cover mem-
ber 122 against the downwardly exposed adhesive sur-
face 72 and the positioning of the sides 168 and 170 of
the releasable cover member 122 against the upwardly
exposed adhesive surface 74.

[0052] In this manner the one piece releasable cover
member 122, preferably of closed rectangular periphery,
covers all the exposed adhesive surfaces of both L-
shaped marginal sections 42 and 58 even though the
panel 10 includes one L-shaped marginal section 42 with
a downwardly exposed adhesive surface 72 (Fig. 1) and
the other L-shaped marginal section 58 has an upwardly
exposed adhesive surface 74.

[0053] Thus all exposed adhesive surfaces of the floor
plank 10, even though they face in opposite directions at
different peripheral sections of the plank 10 can be cov-
ered and protected with a one piece releasable cover
member 122 until such planks are ready for installation.
The releasable cover member 122 when installed on
each of the planks 10 before such planks are ready for
use permits the floor planks 10 to be stacked one on top
of another (not shown) without one plank 10 adhering to
anotherplank 10. The planks 10 can be stacked for pack-
aging or for display purposes.

[0054] A furtherand preferred embodiment of the floor
plankis generally indicated by the reference number 180
in Fig. 16.

[0055] The floor plank 180 includes all components of
the floor plank 10, with the same marginal offsets as pre-
viously described, plus an underlayer 182 of flexible fi-
brous sheet material sandwiched between the top layer
14 and the middle layer 16. The underlayer 182 provides
enhanced dimensional stability to the floor plank 180.
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[0056] The top layer 14 and the underlayer 182 are
coextensive and have a common petiphery. Preferably
the underlayer 182 is formed of a non-woven glass fibre
material such as fibre glass, having a thickness of ap-
proximately 0.2 mm.

[0057] The top layer 14 and the underlayer 182 are
bonded to the middle layer 16 in offset relationship such
that floor plank 180 includes the identical L-shaped mar-
ginal sections 42 and 58 with identical offsets "a" as pre-
viously described for the floor plank 10. The marginal
section 42 has the downwardly exposed adhesive sur-
face 72 on the underlayer 182 and the marginal section
58 has the upwardly exposed adhesive surface 74 on
the middle layer 16.

[0058] The adhesive on the exposed surfaces 72 and
74 is the same adhesive used in the floor plank 10 to
bond the top layer 14 to the middle layer 16. Thus the
same adhesive is used to bond the underlayer 182 to the
top layer 14 and to the middle layer 16, and to bond the
middle layer 16 to the bottom layer 18.

[0059] The floor plank 180 is installed on a floor in a
manner similar to that previously described for the floor
plank 10.

Claims
1. Afloor covering (10) comprising,

a) a first polygonal layer (14) of flexible plastics
sheet material having an upper surfaces (24)
and a lower surface (64), and

b) a second polygonal layer (16) having an upper
surface (66) and a lower surface, said first and
second layers being laminated together in offset
relationship, with the lower surface of the first
layer contacting the upper surface of the second
layer,

in which the offset lamination of said first and second
layers defines a first offset marginal portion (42) of
said first layer and a second offset marginal portion
(58) of said second layer, said first marginal portion
of said first layer extending beyond at least one of
the side edges (32) of said second layer, and said
secondmarginal portion of said second layer extend-
ing beyond at least one of the side edges (46) of said
first layer,

said first offset marginal portion having a first mar-
ginal lower surface (64) that is part of the lower sur-
face of said first layer, and said second offset mar-
ginal portion has a second marginal upper surface
(66) that is a part of the upper surface of said second
layer, the second marginal upper surface having an
exposed adhesive coating (72)

characterized in that

the covering is in the form of a floor plank,

the upper surface of the first layer has a design pat-
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tern thereon,

the first and second layers have respective prede-
termined thicknesses to enable the laminate of the
first and second layers to have flexibility that permits
said laminate to conform to surface contours of a
floor base upon which the floor plank laid,

the second layer (16,18) comprises flexible plastics
sheet material and has a predetermined yieldability
to surface irregularities of a floor base upon which
the floor plank is laid, such that said second layer,
when lying in flat contact on the floor base can con-
form to surface irregularities of the floor base, and
the first marginal lower surface also has an exposed
adhesive coating (72).

A floor covering according to claim 1, wherein the
polygonal layers are in the shape of congruent rec-
tangles.

Afloorcovering according to claim 2 wherein the first
offset marginal portion extends beyond two inter-
secting side edges of said second layer such that
said first offset marginal portion is substantially L-
shaped.

A floor covering according to claim 2 or 3, wherein
the second offset marginal portion extends beyond
two intersecting side edges of said first layer such
that said second offset marginal portion is substan-
tially L-shaped.

A floor covering according to any of claims 1 to 4, in
which the second layer (16) includes a third layer
(18) of flexible foam material, said third layer being
bonded to the lower surface of the second layer and
being co-extensive with said second layer such that
said second and third layers have a common periph-
ery, the foam material of said third layer having said
predetermined thickness and yieldability

A floor covering according to any of claims 1 to 5,
which further includes a one piece releasable cover
member (122) for covering both the adhesive coated
first marginal lower surface of said first offset mar-
ginal portion and the adhesive coated second mar-
ginal upper surface of said second offset marginal
portion, said releasable cover member comprising
one continuous strip of release material extending
on the adhesive coated first marginal lower surface
and extending on the second marginal upper surface
to cover the exposed adhesive coating of said first
and second offset marginal portions, whereby said
one continuous strip of release material covers the
exposed adhesive coated surfaces of the first and
second marginal portions.

A method of installing floor planks on a floor base,
in which a series of floor planks according to any of



1 EP 1 803 869 B1 12

claims 1 to 6 are laid with the lower surfaces on the
second layer on the floor base.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Bodenbelag (10), der aufweist:

a) eine erste polygonale Lage (14) aus einem
flexiblen Kunststoffschichtmaterial mit einer
oberen Seite (24) und einer unteren Seite (64),
und

b) eine zweite polygonale Lage (16) mit einer
oberen Seite (66) und einerunteren Seite, wobei
die erste und die zweite Lage in zueinander ver-
setzter Beziehung zusammen laminiert sind,
wobei die untere Seite der ersten Lage die obere
Seite der zweiten Lage berilihr,

wobei die versetzte Laminierung der ersten und der
zweiten Lage einen ersten Versatzrandabschnitt
(42) derersten Lage und einen zweiten Versatzrand-
abschnitt (58) der zweiten Lage definiert, wobei der
erste Randabschnitt der ersten Lage sich Uber we-
nigstens eine der Seitenkanten (32) der zweiten La-
ge hinaus erstreckt und der zweite Randabschnitt
der zweiten Lage sich Uber wenigstens eine der Sei-
tenkanten (46) der ersten Lage hinaus erstreckt,
wobei der erste Versatzrandabschnitt eine erste un-
tere Randseite (64) aufweist, die Teil der unteren
Seite der ersten Lage ist, und der zweite Versatz-
randabschnitt eine zweite obere Randflache (66)
aufweist, die Teil der oberen Seite der zweiten Lage
ist,

wobei die zweite obere Randseite eine freiliegende
Klebstoffbeschichtung (72) aufweist,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

der Bodenbelag in Form einer Bodenfliese ausge-
bildet ist, die obere Seite der ersten Lage eine ge-
staltende Musterung aufweist,

die erste und die zweite Lage entsprechend vorbe-
stimmte Dicken aufweisen, um dem Laminat aus der
ersten und der zweiten Lage eine Flexibilitat zu ge-
ben, die es dem Laminat gestattet, sich an Oberfla-
chenkonturen einer Bodenbasis anzupassen, auf
die die Bodenfliese gelegt wird,

die zweite Lage (16, 18) ein flexibles Kunststoff-
schichtmaterial enthalt und eine vorbestimmte
Nachgiebigkeit in Bezug auf Oberflaichenunregel-
maBigkeiten der Bodenbasis aufweist, auf die die
Bodenfliese gelegt ist, so dass die zweite Lage,
wenn sie flach auf der Bodenbasis aufliegt, sich an
OberflachenunregelméBigkeiten der Bodenbasis
anpassen kann, und

die erste untere Randseite ebenfalls eine freiliegen-
de Klebstoffbeschichtung (72) aufweist.

Bodenbelag nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die polygo-
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nalen Lagen die Form kongruenter Rechtecke auf-
weisen.

Bodenbelag nach Anspruch 2, bei dem sich der erste
Versatzrandabschnitt {ber zwei einander schnei-
dende Seitenkanten der zweiten Lage so erstreckt,
dass der erste Versatzrandabschnitt im Wesentli-
chen L-férmig ist.

Bodenbelag nach Ansprch 2 oder 3, bei dem sich
der zweite Versatzrandabschnitt Uiber zwei einander
schneidende Seitenkanten der ersten Lage so er-
streckt, dass der zweite Versatzrandabschnitt im
Wesentlichen L-férmig ist.

Bodenbelag nach Anspruch 1 bis 4, bei dem die
zweite Lage (16) eine dritte Lage (18) aus einem
flexiblen geschaumten Material enthélt, wobei die
dritte Lage mit der unteren Seite der zweiten Lage
verbunden und mit der zweiten Lage deckungsgleich
ausgebildet ist, so dass die zweite und die dritte Lage
einen gemeinsamen Umfang aufweisen, wobei das
geschdumte Material der dritten Lage die vorbe-
stimmte Dicke und Nachgiebigkeit aufweist.

Bodenbelag nach Anspruch 1 bis 5, der weiterhin
ein einstiickiges ablésbares Abdeckelement (122)
zum Abdecken sowohl der Klebstoff beschichteten
ersten unteren Randflache des ersten Versatzrand-
abschnitts als auch der Klebstoff beschichteten
zweiten oberen Randflache des zweiten Versatz-
randabschnitts aufweist, wobei das ablésbare Ab-
deckelement einen durchgehenden Streifen ablds-
baren Materials umfasst, der sich auf der Klebstoff
beschichteten ersten unteren Randflache und auf
derzweiten oberen Randflache erstreckt, umdie frei-
liegende Klebstoffbeschichtung des ersten und des
zweiten Versatzwandabschnitts abzudecken, so
dass der eine durchgehende Streifen von ablésba-
rem Material die freiliegenden Klebstoff beschichte-
ten Flachen des ersten und zweiten Randabschnitts
abdeckt.

Verfahren zum Anbringen von Bodenfliesen auf ei-
ner Bodenbasis, bei dem eine Reihe von Bodenflie-
sen gemal einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6 mit der
unteren Seite der zweiten Lage auf die Bodenbasis
gelegt werden.

Revendications

Elément de revétement de sol (10) comprenant :

a) une premiére couche polygonale (14) d’un
matériau formé d’une feuille plastique flexible
comprenant une surface supérieure (24) et une
surface inférieure (64), et
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b) une deuxiéme couche polygonale (16) com-
portant une surface supérieure (66) et une sur-
face inférieure, lesdites premiére et deuxiéme
couches étant stratifiées pour former un ensem-
ble et étant dans une relation décalée, avec la
surface inférieure de la premiére couche encon-
tact avec la surface supérieure de la deuxieme
couche,

dans lequella stratification décalée desdites premié-
re et deuxieme couches définit une premiére partie
marginale (42) décalée de ladite premiére couche,
et une deuxiéme partie marginale (58) décalée de
ladite deuxiéme couche, ladite premiére partie mar-
ginale de ladite premiére couche s’étendant au-dela
d’au moins une des arétes latérales, ou bords laté-
raux (32), de ladite deuxiéme couche, et ladite
deuxiéme partie marginale de ladite deuxiéme cou-
che s’étendant au-dela d’au moins une des arétes
latérales, ou bords latéraux (46), de ladite premiére
couche,

ladite premiere partie marginale décalée présente
une premiere surface inférieure marginale (64) qui
fait partie de la premiére surface inférieure de ladite
premiére couche, et ladite deuxiéme partie margi-
nale décalée présente une deuxieme surface supé-
rieure (66) marginale qui fait partie de la deuxiéme
surface supérieure de ladite deuxiéme couche,

la deuxiéme surface supérieure marginale présen-
tant un revétement adhésif exposé (72),
caractérisé en ce que

I'élément de revétement est sous forme d’une lame
de parquet,

la surface supérieure de la premiére couche présen-
te un graphisme

les premiére et deuxiéme couches ont réspective-
ment des épaisseurs prédéterminées pour permet-
tre au stratifié formé par les premiére et deuxieme
couches d’avoir une flexibilité permettant audit stra-
tifié de s’adapter aux contours de surface que pré-
sentent les planchers sur lequel la lame de parquet
est posée,

la deuxiéme couche (16, 18) comprend un matériau
formé d’une feduille plastique flexible et présente une
déformabilité prédéterminée par rapport aux irrégu-
larités de surface du plancher sur lequel la lame de
parquet estposée, de sorte que ladite deuxiéme cou-
che, quand elle est posée en contact a plat sur le
plancher, peut s’adapter aux irrégularités de surface
du plancher, et

la premiére surface inférieure marginale présente
également un revétement adhésif exposé (72).

Elément de revétement de sol selon la revendication
1, dans lequel les premiére et deuxieme formes po-

lygonales sont des rectangles en accord entre eux.

Elément de revétement de sol selon la revendication
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2, dans lequel la premiere partie marginale décalée
s’étend au-dela de deux arétes latérales qui s’entre-
croisent de ladite deuxieme couche, de sorte que
ladite premiére partie marginale décalée soit sensi-
blement en forme de L.

Elément de revétement de sol selon la revendication
2 ou 3, dans lequel la deuxiéme partie marginale
décalée s’étend au-dela de deux arétes latérales qui
s’entrecroisent de ladite premiére couche, de sorte
que ladite deuxiéme partie marginale décalée soit
sensiblement en forme de L.

Elément de revétement de sol selon 'une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 a 4, dans laquelle la
deuxiéme couche (16) comprend une troisieme cou-
che (18) de matériau alvéolaire flexible, ladite troi-
siéme couche étant collée a la surface inférieure de
ladeuxiéme couche, et étant coextensive avec ladite
deuxiéme couche, de sorte que lesdites deuxiéme
et troisiéme couches ont une périphérie commune,
le matériau alvéolaire de ladite troisitme couche
ayant ladite épaisseur et déformabilité prédétermi-
nées.

Elément de revétement de sol selon Fune quelcon-
que des revendications 1 & 5, comprenant en outre
un élément formant couvercle détachable (122),
pour recouvtir a la fois la premiére surface inférieure
marginale revétue d’adhésif (72) de ladite premiére
partie marginale décalée et la deuxiéme surface su-
périeure marginale revétue d'adhésif de ladite
deuxieme partie marginale décalée, ledit élément
formant couvercle détachable comprenant une ban-
de continue de matériau détachable, s’étendant sur
la premiére surface inférieure marginale revétue
d’adhésif et s’étendant sur la deuxiéme surface su-
périeure marginale pour recouvrir le revétement ad-
hésif exposé desdites premiére et deuxieme parties
marginales décalées, de sorte que ladite bande con-
tinue de matériau détachable recouvre les surfaces
exposées revétues d'adhésif des premiére et
deuxiéme parties marginales.

Procédé d’installation de lames de parquet sur un
plancher, dans lequel une série de lames de parquet
selon 'une quelconque desrevendications 1 26 sont
posées avec les surfaces inférieures de la deuxiéme
couche sur le plancher.
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